Gerrards Cross Scottish Country Dancing Club


Newsletter – September 2011
Recent events

Dance for Less Experienced Dancers

About 70 people from several local clubs turned up for this dance which was held in Bushey in June. As usual, the programme comprised fairly easy dances which were usually walked through first in order to give the newer dancers a final reminder.  Watch out for the next dance which will be held in Hemel Hempstead in December.
GXCA Summer Fair
Those of you who attended the Gerrards Cross Community Association Summer Fair may have seen some of our members perform a demonstration of Scottish Country Dancing. You can see a photograph (thanks to Celia, for this) on our website.
RSCDS Summer School

Andy, Jeanette, Anne, Bar and Ken were among the 250 or so dancers who attended a week of the RSCDS (Royal Scottish Country Dance Society) Summer School in St. Andrews in August. As usual, it was a really international affair with dancers from many countries including, this year, a large contingent from Russia and Ukraine.  We all attended morning classes in various venues around the town and then joined up for social dancing in the evening. Why not consider going next year? Details of the 2012 Summer School will be available in January.
Future events

Dancing in Kensington Gardens

The London branch of the RSCDS will be organising open-air dancing in Kensington Gardens on Saturday 3rd and 10th September, in the afternoon.  These are very informal, entrance is free and beginners and children are especially welcome.

See www.rscdslondon.org.uk/Kensington_Gardens_dances_2011_finalised.pdf.

Berkhamsted Half Day School

The Berkhamsted Strathspey and Reel Club will be running a day school (9.30 – 14.00) in Hemel Hempstead on Saturday 24th September. This is aimed at intermediate dancers and further information is available from Bar Martlew.

Dem for Age UK in Uxbridge

We have been asked to participate in an annual event organised by Age UK in the shopping centre in Uxbridge on Tuesday 11th October. We will be performing a few dances around mid-day and hope that this will provide the club with additional publicity. Further details will be available nearer the time if any of you would like to come along and watch.
London Branch Day School

Yet another day school will be held by the RSCDS in Paddington on 15th October. This is a great opportunity to meet up with other dancers and experience different teachers. The classes range from newcomers/improvers to very advanced so everyone will find a suitable class. Have a word with Bar or Rose if you would like more information or are unsure which class to select.

AGM

We will be holding our AGM on 15th November and hope very much for a good turn-out. We try to keep the meeting fairly short so there should still be plenty of time for dancing. As some of you know, Andy and Jeanette will be emigrating to New Zealand next year and so it is important that we appoint some new committee members at the AGM in order that they can ease themselves into their roles over the next few months. Don’t be surprised if you someone asks if you would be prepared to stand – or you could even volunteer!
Dance for Less Experienced Dancers

These dances have become a biannual event and are held at different locations in the area. The next one will be held at the Boxmoor Playhouse in Hemel Hempstead on Friday 2nd December. Bar and Rose will be teaching the dances during the Autumn term and, as usual, you will also have an opportunity to walk through the dances on the night.

Other society functions

Many of our members enjoy going to dances organised by other clubs and societies in the area and here is a small selection. 

	Date
	Organisation / Address
	Band

	17 Sep (Sat)
	London RSCDS / Pont Street SW1
Opening dance of the season
	Jim Lindsay

	22 Oct (Sat)
	Oxford RSCDS / Headington School, Oxford
Annual ball 
	Craigellachie

	12 Nov (Sat)
	St. Ninians / St. Albans

Annual ball
	Craigievar

	13 Nov (Sun)
	Maidenhead SDC / Carnation Hall, Winkfield
This is an informal dance which is ideal for beginners as all the dances are walked through first.
	Recorded 

	26 Nov (Sat)
	London RSCDS / Pont Street SW1

Family dance which begins with a morning class for children and is followed by an afternoon dance when the grown ups join in.
	Kafoozalum

	26 Nov (Sat)
	London RSCDS / Pont Street SW1

Evening ceilidh dance which is ideal for beginners as it is an easy programme and dances will be walked.
	Kafoozalum

	10 Dec (Sat)
	Lucy Clark / Prestwood Village Hall

Christmas dance
	Silver Cross

	17 Dec (Sat)
	London RSCDS / Pont Street SW1
Christmas dance
	James Coutts

	22 Dec (Thu)
	Watford / Bushey

Christmas social dance
	Manning & Martlew


Further information about all these events (and many more) is available on the website of the London branch of the Royal Scottish Country Dance Society:
www.rscdslondon.org.uk  (Click on S. E. Dance Diary on the top menu).

Also, have a word with other members as we often make up carloads when going to these dances.

Classes

The Autumn term begins on 6th September and ends on 13th December. As usual, the hall is not available in the week preceding the GXCA jumble sale which means that we are unable to meet at the Memorial Centre on 20th September. We have not yet decided if we will arrange to meet elsewhere on that night, but will let you know shortly.

We will continue to provide basic tuition from 7.30 until 8.15 and everyone is welcome to attend this session which is followed by dancing for all until the interval at 9.00. The final session until 10.00 is not really for beginners, but most dancers with 9-12 months experience will be invited to join in (although the teacher may include one or two dances which are just for the more experienced dancers).
The class fees will be the same as last year - £3.50 for members and £4.00 for non-members. One change this year is that we have decided to set up an ‘honesty box’ with an attendance list so that members can just tick off their name and put £3.50 in the box as they arrive.
The treasurer will also be collecting the annual £10 membership subscription during September and, in return, members will be issued with the club calendar.

Committee members

Andy & Jeanette Patterson  
2 Hill House Close, Chalfont St. Peter, Bucks  SL9 0HW
Tel: 01753 890591

Celia Stuart-Lee
57 Orchehill Avenue, Gerrards Cross, Bucks  SL9 8QG
Tel: 01753 884217

Anne Ratcliffe
32 Penn Road, Rickmansworth, Herts

Tel: 01923 771535
Email : info@gxscottish.org.uk

Teachers

Bar Martlew  
bar@gxscottish.org.uk

Tel: 01442 261525
Rose Kreloff
rose@gxscottish.org.uk

Tel: 01923 492475
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